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FROM | 
THE EDITOR; 


— 


Ir may ſeem ſtrange that an Eſſay making 
its appearance at a time like this, ſhould 
dell on the vindication of the late National 
Convention of Volunteer Delegates, and 
be, yet, totally ſilent in reſpect of our 
approaching Congreſs.---It is thought pro- 

per, therefore, to inform the public, that 
the Author has not, during this conſidera- 
ble time been a reſident of this kingdom, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, c. 


and was therefore conſequently unacquaint- 


ed with ſome of our more- recent tranſac- 


tions. 


The principles, however, which it con- 


| tains, are, ſome of them, ſo new and all = 


of them ſo Juſt and applicable to our pre- 
ſent circumſtances, that, I am convinced, 


it will be well received by the Public. 


TO THE 


PEOPLE or IRELAND 


* 
? 
b 


Tur bulk of mankind are abs 4 


politicians, nor abſtruſe reaſoners. They 


judge of forms of governments by their 
effects, and eſtimate their own rights by 
inſtinctve feelings; from theſe: ſimple and, 


Iwill fay, wiſe principles, have you been 
| impelled to queſtion the goodneſs of the 
prefent conſtitution of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, and to endeavour to amend it. No 
power on earth can do this, but the people. 
The artificial force of government will al- 


ways contend for preſent eſtabliſhments, 


and is ſuperior to every thing, but the 


natural tr 'ength of _ community. True 
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0 4 
and acknowledged as this is, many deny 
your right of interference, and oppoſe tlie 


cavils of law and deluſions of ſophiſtry, to 


the concluſions of experience and the dic- 
tates of nature. I do not fear you will 


be eaſily diſſuaded from a purſuit, not more 


ſplendid in its ſucceſs, than it will be cala- 
mitous in its failure. Tho? deſtitute of 
that conſtitutional controul over your 
governours, without which no nation can 


be ſecurely happy. You have hitherto 
| feſtrained the infolence of deſpotiſm, by 
the known ſpirit and generoſity of your 


nature. ou will not by ſupinneſs on the 


- preſent . occaſion, forfeit even that ſecurity, 
| for the future. —[ do not think you will, 
er that my endeavours are neceſſary to give 


vou ardor or perſeverance. It may however 


be ſatisfactory to you to find, that what 
vou have done perhaps principally from the 
inſtinct of nature, can be defended by the 
moſt rigid reaſoning; and that the plaineſt 
[- underſtanding . can demonſtrate * e | 


of your proceedings. 


The juſtification of the National Conven- : 
tion is clear, obvious and coneluſive.— The 
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conſtitution of 4 nation is, if not the work- 
manſhip, at leaſt the property of the people. 
Whether it originated in force, fraud, or 


| wiſdom. Whether it was at once conceived 


and executed, or was the gradual reſult of 
various experiments; or the accidental off. 
ſpring of political commotions; whatever 
may be its origin, age, or growth, the 
i people are its owners. — The preſent race 

of men, by adopting it, have made it their 


own, and tlie experience of all ages and 


countries corroborates every man's reaſon 


and uncorrupted feelings, in proving, that 


they have a right to make whatever altera- 
tions in it ſhall appear neceſſary to their 
happineſs and ſecurity. —Inſtances of an 
exerciſe of this right are innumerable, but 
unncceſſary; for the inalienable rights of a 


people depend not upon precedents, and | 


connot be abridged by any earthly : authori- 
ty. — This dotrine is as ſafe as it is evident. 

It will not produce (what courtly politici- 
ans aſcribe to it) a ſpirit of diſobedience to 


government; nor would the contrary opi- 
nion (however ſuch men may love it) era - 
dicate every principle of reſiſtance. —Salu- 

m7 e will ever meet genera] | 
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approbation, nor can the murmurs of a few 


factious or fooliſh men diſturb its tranqui- 
lity.—But let men reaſon as they may, 


human nature will ſhrink from oppreſſion. 


That conſtitution which threatens general 
unhappineſs, will excite general deteſtation. 


It will be felt like an earthquake in every 
corner of the nation, and the people will 


quit their rulers, as they would their houſes, 
leaſt they ſhould fall upon and cruſh them. 


But though the people have a right to 


reform, alter, or even diſſolve the conſtituti. 


on, it does not follow that every alteration 
ſhould require their immediate agency. 
Whilſt any conſtitution exiſts, the legiſla- 


ture ought to be the medium of acquiring 


ſuch improvemet.—Not that the legiſlature 


has a right of itſelf to alter the conſtituti- 


on; but that it is the ſafeſt, wiſeſt and 
perhaps moſt conſtitutional means, through 


which thepeople can accompliſh their wiſhes. 


If there be any limitation to the power 
of the legiſlative it is, that they ſhall not 
transfer the power veſted in themſelves 
to others —That they ſhall not change 


the form of government.—That they thall 


not alter the conſtitution. They are autho- 


rized to make laws, but not legiſlators, 


FT. 
Their will, properly promulgated, is to 


be the rule of civil action; but they ſhall 
not do any thing by means of which they 
will be ſuperſeded or ſucceeded in their 
legiſlative function, by men differently 


choſen from thoſe, to whom the people 
have entruſted legiſlative authority. 


The appointment of the legiſlature, and 
the actual exerciſe of legiſlation, are wide- 
ly different, — The former is the original 


act of the people either forming a conſti- 
tution, or adopting one already formed ; 
the latter is a derivative authority limited 


to thoſe to whom it is entruſted. —What- _ 
ever is the form of government whether 


monarehical, ariſtocratiral, democratical, 


mixed, the legiſlature that obtains therein, 
derives its authority from the conſent of 
the people, either directly or impliedly 


given, to be governed by laws e by 
tuch legiſlature. 


But though neee 0 under . 


conſtitution that exiſts in any country, 
where it is not extorted by military force, 
js ſufficient evidence of the conſent of the 
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therein, it cannot be er ol conſtnt 


ure the 2 8 dent — ac- 
quieſcence under a particuliar legiſlature, is 
the ſtrongeſt proof the caſe can admit of, 


that they do not wiſh it changed. It muſt 
therefore undeniably follow, that no le. 
giſlature of any country can be juſtified, 
without the expreſs approbation of the 


people, in making any alteration in its own. 
frame and this is equally: and umvertally 
true of all countries and; conftitutions, and 


cannot be denied by any man, who does 


not think that every thing which can bo; 


done is rightfully done. Ik now the Britiſh 


and Iriſh Parliaments have repeatedly made 


laws: affecting the duration of one branch 
of the legiſlature, and regulating or alter- 


ing the qualification of electors, and mode 
of election. I know likewiſe, if my propo. 
ſition be true, in its utmoſt. extent, many, 
if not all of thofe acts were unjuſtifiable ; 


but 1 deny that the maxims of nioral 


or political truth can be invalidated by 


inſtances of violation, or that it would 


follow from Parlaments being juſtified in 


theſe inſtances (even allow ing that ſuch 


CY 3+ 
: cit T2 power were juſtifiable) that it 
it has a right of themſelves to new modet* 
the Houſe of Commons,. either by amputa“ 
ting the boroughs, or counteracking their : 
influence, by the creation of a number of* 
new legiſlators. —This is an extenſſoe aid 
important alteration, which they are not. 
entitled to make, unleſs inſtruted fo to do! 
by the people, whoſe. duty, intereſt” inf 
right i it is to give them ſuch inſtructions. 9 
I do not mean by the people the electorg 
only—In every queſtion between the go. 
verning. and governed, in every queſtion” 
that relates to the eſtabliſhment of 1 con- 
ſtitution, or the alteration of one alfeadY* 
eſtabliſhed; when the rights of the people 
are talked of, the whole community 18 
underſtood, under which term is - come 
prehended, not only the electors, but every | 
individual, who owes natural Allegiance to 
the ſtate, contributes to the expences gf 
government, or is a natural born ſubject 
thereof, or admitted to the rank of ons 
by naturalization, denization, or whatever 
eſtabliſhed authorized mode of communi: 
cating a right of Citizenſhip, exiſts there- - 


in—when ſuch a queſtion ariſes in our 
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| eonftitution, it would be abſurd in the 
higheſt degree to take the electors for the K 
people.—They bear a very ſm all propor- 
tion to the maſs of the community, and 
might conſiſtently with the forms of our 
conſtitution, bear a much ſmaller, — There : 
is no argument to prove that in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of repreſentation they ſhould 
be taken for the people, which would 
not prove the ſame thing, if the repreſenta- 
tion were much more imperfect; ; and if 
the principle were once admitted, the 
conſtitution might moulder to decay 
without any radical energy to reſtore "ha 
and a great majority of the community 
languiſhi under the weight of undeſerved 
; oppreſſion, | without having. a right to 
uſe their own hands to extricate themſelves ; 
2 rigorous law, which (how palatable ſoe- 
ver it may be to human legiſlators) the 
Author of all things would never have impoſ- 
ed on his creatures —The eleQors ſhould 
perhaps be conſidered in our conſtitution | 
as a component part of the legiſlature; and 
in a queſtion of this nature, they certainly 
will not be hardly dealt with, if they are 
allowed che weight of an equal number 
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of her Citizens. — They are certainly that | 


part of the public, in which the monopoly 
that is complained of, reſides—For what 
is it you- complan of, but that the election 
franchiſe, which. ought to be extended to 
every one whoſe disfranchiſment is not 
conducive to the public good, is confined 
to a few, and thoſe not ſelected from the 
reſt by any diſtingiſhing mark of ſuperior 
public virtue, or more enlightened intel- 
ligence ? I fay therefore, if the government 
be oppreſſive or inconvenient, and requires 


to be reformed, the governed, that is the 


people, and not the electors, Who are 
part of the legiſlature, and perhaps the 


morbid part of it, are the proper judges 


of ſuch neceſſity, and it is their expreſs. 
declaration alone, or at leaſt their con- 
ſent by indubitable implication, that can 
juſtify the legiſlature in reforming itſelf. 


I cannot here avoid taking notice of an 
argument, by which many well meaning 
men are impoſed upon to think, chere 


exiſts no where an authority competent 
to the rectifying our conſtitution; an 
argument which, if it were admitted, 
would equally prove, that a conſtitution 
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the moſt deſtructive of human happineſs, 
if it once exiſted, ought to be permitted to 
exiſt for ever—lt is as follows. — The peo- 
ple cannot reform the conſtitution, for 


any act of theirs would be a diſſolution 
of government; nor can the legiſlature re- 


form itſelf, for no power is competent to 
alter the conſtitution, but the ſociety at 


large. —lIt is ſome what ſurpriſing that Mr. 
Locke, the moſt luminous and ſagacious 


writer that ever inſtructed mankind, ſhould 
feem to countenance this error, as in ſome 
degree he does in the following extract. 


j 7 Speaking of the folly of allowing a 
depopulated borough to ſend as many 
_ repreſentatives to the Houſe of Commons, 


as a flouriſhing and populous county,“ This, 
c ſays he, ſtrangers ſtand amazed at, and 
& every one muſt confeſs, needs a remedy? 
& though moſt think it hard to find one, 
c becauſe the conſtitutution of the legilla- 
«ture being the original and ſupreme 


< at of the ſociety, antecedent to all poſt- 
4 tive laws in it, ard depending wholly on 


<* the people, no. inferior power can alter 
« jt- and therefore, the people, when the 
* legi/lature is once conſtitute d, Having in 


OG 


( 


« ſych a government as we have been ſpeak. 


« ing of, no power to act as long as the 


TY dues ſtands z this NG: 


daniel chus drbum in a the way of a reform 


reminds me of the filly ſophiſm againſt the 


poſſibility of motion; that as a body can- 


not mobe where it is or where it is not, 
it cannot move at all—a clear idea of mo- 


tion removes the difficulty, by ſhewing 
that confiſting in charge of place, and re- 
quiring fucceſſion of time, it ought not to 


be conſidered in reſpect of any one deter- 
minate point of ſpace, or inſtant of time. 
And in a manner "ſomewhat fimilar we 


might allow the objection to the people by 
| themſelves, or the Parliament of itſelf re- 


forming the Teprefentation, and ſay, the 
Parliament may do it with the approbation 
of the people, or the people through tlie 


medium of Parliament: For what prevents 
the Parliament, but that they have not the 


conſent of the people, which is removed 


in the former caſe, and what prevents the 
people, but tlie ſuppoſed diſſolution of 


Gover nment, which i is obviated in the lat- 
ter. 
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| Having ſtated, and proved that Parlia- 
ment has of itſelf no right to alter i its own 


conſtitution— that the People alone have 


ſuch a right, and are the proper judges When 
to exerciſe it ;—that in this and every pro- 


: poſition where they are contra - diſtinguiſhed 


to the governing body, they do not mean 
the electors excluſively, but extend to the 
whole community that they ought not 


in wiſdom exerciſe this right immediately by 


themſelves, but through tlie medium of, 
From 
theſe few plain ſimple principles, I ſay, it 
will evidently follow, that the appointment 
of the National Convention was not only 
juſtilable, but neceſſary that no Parliamen- 
tary Reform could be rightfully obtained, 


unleſs that aſſembly, or ſome aſſembly of a 
| iimilar- conſtitution, authoriſed to act. and 


ſpeak. for the people, communicated the 
wiſhes of the nation to the legiſlature. The 


only objection to this argument worth con- 
| fidering, is, that the Convention ought not 


to be conſidered, as ſuch a repreſentation 
(i the people, that their meaſures ſhould | 

- taken as the meaſures of the whole com- 

munity. Now, I fay, an aſſembly _—_ 


Gs 
tuted like that, ought to have been conſi- 
dered as ſpeaking for the whole community, 

unleſs other more extenſive claſſes of the 
community than thoſe they repreſented dif- 
fered from them, or. the reſolutions they 
_ paſſed were of ſuch a nature, that they 
could not poſſibly have been approved of by 
a majority of the people. They certainly 

ſpoke the ſenſe of the Volunteers; and the 
uncontradicted ſenſe of the Voulunteers 
ought to be conſidered as the ſenſe of the 
community. It ought not to be conſidered 
as neceflary to the obtaining the ſenſe of the 
community, that every individual, whether 

he be inclined or no, give his opinion. 

The beſt poſſible collection of ſenſe of the 
community is undoubtedly ſufficient.” In 
order to procure that, the people muſt aſ- 
ſemble under ſome artificial deſcription, or 
deſcriptions, and for the purpoſe of conſul- 
tation, and to avoid diſorder, muſt have 
recourſe to delegates. The electors, it has 
been already ſaid, are not an adequate de- 


ſcription of the people, and have no exclu- 


ſive right to act or ſpeak on ſuch an occa- 
ſion. That deſcription is beſt which is moſt 
numerous, and which moſt nearly extends 
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to every man who has any intereſt or take 


in the community, or who ought to be 


credited as a well-wiſher of the conſtitution. 


Now, what man who had any intereſt at 
ſtake in the country, or who could reaſon- 
ably require to be thought à well-wiſher of 
the conſtitution, did not enter into the Vo. 


lunteer Aſſociations? what ſingle deſcription 


of the people is ſo general, or ſo fit to be 
made a ſtandard of their ſenſe, as that under 
which every man was ranked that pleaſed, 


and every man pleaſed to be ranked, who 
wiſhed to enjoy conſtitutional freedom? 


No other deſcription could contain ſo many, 
who did deſerve, or ſo few who did not 


deſerve the appellation of citizen. 

When I aflert that the Volunteers. were the 
beſt /ing/e deſcription of men from whom 
the ſentiments of the nation could be col- 
lected, I do not deny that other claſſes of 
the people had a right to ſpeak: alſo: they 
certainly had, and according as they con- 


| firmed or oppoſed the reſolutions of the 
Volunteers, the opinion of the nation be- 


came more decided or dubious, and the 
obligation to give it effect more or leſs for- 5 


cible. On this ground it is unneceſſary to 
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ſay, the Convention meaſures received much 


ſtrength, and no weakneſs. 1 do not build 
the authority of the Volunteers on their mi- 
litary character, nor do I think military 
dliſcipline, or the clothing of ſoldiers, 
ſhould deprive them of the weight the ſame 
identical men would be otherwiſe in reaſon 


and juſtice entitled to.—If the ſtanding army 


had an equal claim to attention in theſe re- 
ſpects, their reſolutions ought to be equally 


regarded. — I have known the Volunteer 
character faſhionable even in the Houſe of 


Commons.—l remember when Members of 
Parliament. wore the livery of. their Coun- 
try oſtentatiouſſy hen every man in de- 
bate boaſted of his new character, and the 


moſt ſalutary and ſplendid meaſures were 


carried by a majority in uniform. do not 


recollect that any one objected to the validi- 


ty of theſe meaſures, that they were carried 
by Volunteers. —I do not think an Act of 
| Parliament would loſe its authority, if every 


man in both Houſes, that voted for it was 


clad in military garment Much leſs do 1 
think the original inalienable rights of a 


people can be extinguiſhed by a character 


adopted for the preſervation of the country 
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and conſtitution.—It would be deplorable 
indeed, if the virtue of the people which 


vindicated their legiſlature ſhould operate 
as a forfeiture of their own rights.—I won- 


der with what conſiſtency the' demand by 
an armed people of a reformed conſtituti. 


on could be reprehended by the very men, 


who extolled their ſpirit, and defended their 


conduct when they aſſerted the indepen- 
dence of Ireland. —The voice of the Vo- 


lunteers was then allowed to ſpeak the 
ſenſe of the nation, and on the preſent 


queſtion they were not leſs numerous or 


. decided.— It can ſcarcely be argu ed they 


had a right to vindicate their legiſlature, 
but no right to provide for themſelves— 
or that an unjuſtifiable exerciſe of power 


in Great-Britain would warrant every poſ- 
ſible reſiſtence, but no defect in the inter- 
nal conſtitution of their own legiſlature 


would juſtify any interference. — The /alus 


Populi — the inalienable right the peo- e 


ple, muſt ever poſſeſs in every country 


and conſtitution of ſeeking ſecurity for 
their own happineſs, whenever it is en- 


dangered from at home or abroad, is a prin- 
ciple of unlimited juſtification equally ap- 


tee 
alicable. to both caſes. — Caſtiſtry cannat 


diſcover any material difference.—I men- 


tion this charge of inconſiſtency with re. 
ludance.—1 know it extends to a few i in- 


dividuals Who would not intentionally vi- 


olate their duty to che people — who are 
incapable of offending - againſh, their own 


conſcience. I do not harbour the vulgar 
irrational ſentiment, chat a man cannot 


err. and be, haneſt. — There is nothing 1 


would be more unwilling to inculcate than 


a. quick oblivion. of ſervices: —Ingratitude 
is more pernicious even, than credulity, 
and an eagerneſs to imppte had: motives 


to known benefactors, even where we are 


perſuaded | argument is, againſt, them, - is 
nearly allied to that ock failing. —The 
men I allude to in agreeing to an indirect 
cenſure of the National Convention, and 
conſequently of the Volunteers, from 
whom it originated, have Mo far apparently 
forſaken their own principles, and unply- 
edly reprobated their own. paſt conduct. 


But as it 15 not within the reach of. hu- 


man degeneraey to repent of ſuch con- 
duct—as men of the beſt underſtandings 


do not always. ſee the conſequences, chat 
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may be: fairly deduced from their ons 


and cannot therefore be neceffarily con- 


daded to favor ſuch conſequences — As 


you have not diſcovered any inducements 


Which could have tempted them to apoſta. 


tiſe, and ought not to think them acceſ. 


fible to vulgar inducements :—As their fall 
would difcredit patriotiſm, and even dif. 


grace human nature —as their ſervices me. 


rit indulgence, and their talents qualify 


| them for reparation—faſpend at leaſt your 


judgment, till maturer iniquity extorts 
your cenſorial vengeance, or renovated 
public virtue (which is the more proba- 


ble as well as more deſirable alternative) 
tedeems their error, and roots them in 
your affections. | 


\ 


I know the doctrines I advance, and 


the language I ſpeak are peculiarly offen- 
| five to many faſhionable ears.—I know the 


great ſolid principles of reafon and na- 


ture, upon which Mr. Locke defended the 
Revolution, and which to queſtion, would 
be indirectly to call the Prince upon the 
throne an ufurper, are eſteemed vulgar 


and viſionary by many modern politici- 
ans, who would not notwithſtanding wiſh 


6. * hy * 
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to be thought diſaffected: to bis Majeſty's 
Government. I know original principles 
have always had an uncouth appearance 


to men, Who viewing objects in the glaſs 


of faſhion, and accuſtomed to ſee them 
adorned according to the taſte, that pre- 
vails amongſt the great, are ſhocked with 


the rude aſpect of naked unornamented 


truth.—E knew it will be thought as im- 
politic to aſk, by what principle of reaſon 
or nature, a man is a repreſentative of 


the people by birth, as to queſtion the title 
of 2 beauty to admiration, or of a woman 


of rank to give the law of dreſs.” lam 


ſorry however the former enquiry cannot 
be ſo ſafely ſuſpended as the latter, and 


that the public good ſhould! foree a man 
into the rudeneſs. of ſuch offenſive ſpecu- 
lations. —Liberty is too precious to be ſa · 


crificed to ceremony, and when you are 


groaning under the errors and oppreſſions 


of hereditary legiſlators, it is natural that 
you ſhould blend ſome enquiries with your 


_complaints.—T know it is from enquiries 


and complaints that you have of late ſo 


much become the object of faſhionable 


an itipathy, — But thongh you may be Rated 
| C 2 
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for ſuch enquiries, they cannot render you 
deſpiſed.----Tho* patriotiſm is vulgar, ſelf. 


love is faſhionable, and the great, will be- 
gin to reſpect you, when they find you 
are determined to take care of yourſelves. 
'To produce, at leaſt to ſtrengthen ſuch 
dletermination— to inculcate that a Parlia- 


mentary Reform is the great meaſure about 
which it ought to be exerciſed, and in 
which it ſhould be diſplayed—and to ex- | 
| Hort you to that unanimity and jperſeve- 
rance, without which your efforts will be 


contemptible, and invigorated by which 
they will be irreſiſtible, is the ſole end of 
this addreſs, and if I add a ſingle motive 
to your activity, or contribute to remove 


a ſingle obſtacle to your ſucceſs, my la- 


bour will be amply rewarded. 
| You have in, Great Britain A *dreadful 


example of the inſufficiency of the moſt 
extenſive commerce, and vigorous induſ- 
trx to counter-balance the evil of a de- 
fective conſtitution. If the trade of le- 


gillation generated and fuſtained by a mo- 
nopoly of franchiſes has almoſt exhauſted 
-her reſources, how long can you bear the 


double drain of foreign influen ce and do- 


? * , 8 
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meſtic peculation ?—Every argument for a N 
Reform in Great-Britain, and they are ur- | l 
gent and cogent, applies with equal force to 1 
KB ircland.—But the peculiarity of your ſitua- | | 
, | - tion furniſhes you with one more weighty \ It. 
than all theſe united. Vou have not only | | 
; to fear the rapacity of your own Govern- 9 
ors, but the influence of Great-Britain.— : i 
; Whilſt her legiſlative ſupremacy exiſted, the | 
|| . remnant. of commerce ſhe allowed you 
1 ſcarce kept you alive you have been up- 
braided with characteriſtic indolence; but 
tl inactivity be the neceſſary conſequence of 


e reſtraint, there was no juſtice in imputing 
1 to nature what was the growth of long op- 
f | - preſſion. —You are now however, - unfetter- 
t 
e 
2 


ed, and need no longer ſubmit to the in- 
juſtice or caprice of a rival in commerce. 
—Your own. legiſlature alone can confine 
your exertions. by ſacrificing your intereſt 
il to that of Great-Britain.—But if they do 
t not ſacrifice it, your condition is not amend- 
. cd.—If a ſaleable majority in parliament 
5 can be always eaſily. purchaſed by an Eng. 
* liſh Miniſter, your Free Trade will be a 
J- groſs deception—it will be like a fine ſhew- 
d board oyer an empty ſhop ;—it may invite 
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people to enter, but cannot detain them, 


— An Engliſh Miniſter commanding the 


whole patronage of Ireland, will find it no 


difficult taſk to influence a majority, who, 


having no conſtituents need not fear the 
people.—If re. election to Parliament was 


riſqued by your diſpleaſure, a ſenſe of in- 
tereſt would in ſome meaſure compenſate 
a defect of virtue The moſt corrupt Par. 
lament, whilſt they multiply the burthens 


of the people of England, will extend their 


commerce, and promote their proſperity, 
from the very fame ſelf-intereſted principle, 
that prompts them to taxation. — However 
they may plunder the produce of their com- 


merce, they can have no temptation to ne- 


gotiate the fee-ſimple.— There is no pow- 


erful and connected rival, whoſe gratitude 


to individuals can be received as atonement 


for injuſtice to the public: — There is no 


extraneous power in poſſeſſion of all che 
patronage of their government, to pur- 


chaſe a ſurrender of the rights of da 


nation, with the wealth of the nation. 
Many men think the influence of the Crown 


in Great Britain i is ſalutary, but would any 


| man continue in that apinion; if that influ- 


* 
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ence were likely” to operate in favour of 
2 rival commercial nation, nay, if it were 
in the hands of the miniſter of that very 
nation. —If England, for example, Rood in 
reſpect of France, or Spain, or Holland, or 
any other nation, as Ireland ſtands in re- 
ſpect of England if the Miniſter of that 
nation poſſeſſed the Whole patronage of 
England if his popularity at home very 
much depended on the advantages his 
country derived from a dextrous uſe of 


that patronage—if popularity at home were 


highly . conducive to his continuing in 


power, but the deteſtation of the Engliſh 
nation might be conſiſtent with the moſt 
decided parliamentary ſupport in that coun- 
try ;—if ſuch, I ſay. were the ſituation of 


Great-Britain, what uncorrupted Engliſh- 
man, in his ſenſes, would not with to 


ee ſuch influence diſſolved, would not 
think his country wretched, if her ex- 


iſtence as a commercial nation depended 
on the virtue of ſix or eight individuals, 
who were ſubject to the tampering of a 


foreign irreſponſible miniſter, and had e- 
very inducement. which | avarice and, falſe 


o 
: 
- v 
i 
= i 
[ 4 
19 
99 
- 
N 
£ 
: 
' 


* — * — — 
2 2 2 0 0 4 
. ITY "4 


: 
z 


z 
k ih 
- 
} 
/ * 
; o 
. F 
; | 
* : 
J = 7 
: q 
: & 
=” 
l F 
12 
1 
1 
- 
I 
tf f 
I 
115 
1 
7 : * 
1 
1 
x * 
1 > 
1 
5 5 
128 
To 
1 
f 4 
ts £9 
5 EY 
| -4 . y 
wr 
1 
14 : 
- * * 
( ” 3 
+ +. 
1 
2 
1 
_— 
1 
F . 
: Sg 
[3 x * 
4 . 
5 1 
E 8 2 
we *. 
F Y 
_ 
0 4. * 
a 
i 
BF 
N 
* 
"$1 
* 
py 
= 
x7 
g 
$7 
$! 
#4 
N 
* 


r — 8 8 + 

—— — in, 2, ut p . 1 

. wu Pr . nne 
„ red etegtiodgs:< aotng 


> . — 8 4 wes ä — ͤ— * — * — AGEL DONE = 
- - r= = 8 ane he. ERS a — 2 — na | 
e 2 . — — Ae 7 . * 3 —— = — — * N 8 
PO ou CE ESE — — — —— —— 7 A cx _ — — — | l | 
** 22 _ 4 * * — . — —— h 2 — | a a | 
| (OPEtt 93 \ 4 x 


1 e 
— r 


e 4 a Pa — . * 
22 — —— Kg "IP —— . Av 5 5 
„„ 5 = — De 42” Terri a oY — —_ _ — 5 CIR — — 8 | : | 
1 1 3 5 . 6 EE ON rn OG UP 2 2 ä , N : | 
J = OT wk AI * Py LIN, * n * x” —— "Y * — N , 1 I FY tha, — F * Wen 5 2 * 1 
: — e N : : . n rr — — — — 4 5 b e . £ 


ambition could offer to ſacrifice her inter- 
eſt Such exactly is the ſituation of Ire. 
| land.—It- is the intereſt and probably the 

inclination of every miniſter - to favor his 
own country. —He poſſeſſes the whole pa- 
tronage of Ireland. — The unqualified ſub: 
ſerviency of fix or eight individuals is 
ſufficient to give him 4 Parliament that 
will do any thing he wilhes.— The mea- 
ſures of that Parliament are deciſive of 
your proſperity.— Need I alarm you with 
the concluſion : Need I mention how in- 
firm are the props of your commerce! 
How nugatory the attainment of a free 
Conſtitution How neceſſary to your fe. 
curity 4a eee of 8 own Legit: 

ture. ll 98 5 AD 2 

oj" Te may be objected chat 1 argue as if 
there was as great a rivalſhip in com- 
merce and diſtinctedneſs of intereſt be- 
tween - Ireland and England, ag between 
England and any other natfon. lt i is not 
neceſlary to my argument that there fhould 
be ſo much:—lt is ſufficient if an Engliſh 
Miniſter -- be likely to think there is ſo 
much, as would induce him to narrow 


the commerce of Ireland, in order to en- 


(2799 
large that” of Great- Britain.— What i: is the 
beſt argument of the probable opinion of 


A Miniſter 'on that head enn of 
What has been the opinion of every Mi- 


niſter, who. had ability to execu e his 
wiſhes: AY need not tell you wha TE, . 
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Experience has proved. — | 22436 pain, meta- 
phyſicians ſay, be the beſt aid of the e e. 


mory, yo cannot ſpeedily | forget it.— 
. Nakedneſs and famine ave ynited to 0 ive 
and Tecord it. „ - 


Such. arguments a8 thete i it may be tad 
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indicate an inclination to diſturb the har. 
mony, and break the connection between 


5 the two nations. —If the connection cannot 


be preſerved without a conſtant, ſubſeryi- 
. £065 of the Ir iſh Parliament to the Views 
Je” concluded to {connection 1 to 
be moſt ſedulouſiy inculcated —if i it can be 
preſerved without ſuch ſubſerviency, argu- | 
ments for a Parliamentary Reform are 
innoxious. Now, I Hay, nothing g can be ſo 
likely to cndanger | the connection, as the 
prevalence of an opinion in Ireland, that it 


is inconſiſtent with her commer cial ſecuri- 


„ and nothing ſo likely to engender 
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. ſpread that opinion, as to ſay, that 
An. Iriſh Parliament, eaſily acceſſible to 
- Engliſh influence, is neceſſary to its pre- 
ſervation.— For my part I think nothing. 
can be ſo conducive to preſerve permanent 
harmony between the two nations, as a 
Farliament in Ireland which will not be 
likely to betray her intereſts.—A Paliament 
dependant upon the people will not be ſo 
likely to betray them.—A Miniſter will not 
be ſupported by ſuch 2 Parliament, but 
upon terms beneficial to the nation.—Men 


of following will loſe their popularity and 


* conſequence, and the Miniſter cannot be 
"benefited by their ſupport, unleſs they 


"preſerve their character; —ambition will be 
legalized ;—the ſame men may be powerful 
and honeſt, popular, and in office. I have 
often wondered that men of talents and 
knowledge of buſineſs, who at preſent poſe 
ſeſs borough influence, do not ſee that 
their conſequence cannot be diminiſhed by 


a reform. — Such men will continue to 
have influence, and it will be more re- 


ſpected by a Miniſter, being of a purer 


nature.—If they have good wiſhes towards 
Ireland, they may ſerve her without in- 


( 29: 


 juring themſelves, —At preſent having little 


weight in the councils abroad, they are 
_ ſeldom able to execute their good intentions 
at home, and when they do ſerve the pub- 
lic, their ſervices are ſuſpected and undex- 
valued: —Accuſtomed to ſee Engliſh meae 


ſures in almoſt every inſtance predominate, 
you have contracted an indiſcriminate: dillike 


of every man who ſupports Government, 
and do not diſtinguiſh between thoſe of that 


number, who wiſh you proſperity, and 


promote it whenever they are able, and 


thoſe who never think of any thing, but 


themſelves. This cohfuſion of hn. 
will be removed with its cauſe. 


I have dwelt upon this head much long · : 
er than was my original intention. Vou 


are all perſuaded that a Parliamentary Re- 


form is neceſſary to the freedom of your 


conſtitution, and ſecurity of your com- 
merce :—You ſeek it with the ſincereſt zeal, 
and if one were to judge from your avi- 
dity in the purſuit, it could ſcarcely be 
thought Poffible, that you could be inſtru- 
mental to your own defeat: — Vet, it is as 
true, as it is ſtrange, that numerous and 
formidable as the difficulties are, 


OY 


„ 
you muſt encounter from other quarters, 


- the main difficulty will originate from your- 
ſelves.— The univerſal agreement and confe- 


derated ſtrength of che Whole community 
ure neceſſary, not only as to the princi- 
e but the particulars—not only as to 
che end, but the means. — In vain will 
vou be united in your out-ſet, if in every 
ſtep of your progreſs you ſeparate. from 
each other :—in vain will you preſs your 
demand on the Legiſlature with the aw- 
ful energy of an united people, if, when 
the ſubject is unfolded, the inconſiſtent va- 
zriety of your particular wiſhes renders 
your original agreement in the main buſi- 
. neſs ridiculous and ineffectual. Many queſ- 
tions are involved in a reform. — What 
.Jhall be the qualification of an elector?— 
What, or whether any of a repreſentative? 
What the duration of Parhaments ?—Shall 
Termers vote :— hall Roman Catholics vote? 
Many others might be enumerated. Very 
few men will agree in all theſe particulars :, 
if every man therefore adheres to his own 
judgment, will not variety and obſtinacy 
of opinion rend the ſolid body of the 
,commupity aſunder : — What hope can you 
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entertain that. your divided diſſipated ex- 
ertions will ſubdue that ariſtocratical pha- 
lanx, which unity of intereſt, principles 
and opinions, cements and invigorates a-: 
gainſt you be * precaution [ know 


©; F*2 


dual, alter a temperate endeavour to bring 
over che public to his opinion, if he fails, 1 


r 


do, 'approbation.” Gs: individual 


muſt contribute ſomething to this ſacrifice 


of opinion, and if Delegates are appointed 


you muſt all determine to fupport. whats 
ever plan they ſhall adopt. The only com- 
pariſon an individual ſhould in that caſe 
make, is between the ſyſtem adopted, and 
that which at preſent exiſts. , If the former 
ſhall appear preferable, and it can ſcarcely 
happen. otherwiſe, as ſomething will be 
gained, every man ſhould exert himſelf to 


carry it into execution. But if individu- 


als ſhall refer the adopted plan to any 
imaginary ſtandard of perfection in their 
own minds, and will not ſupport it, 


if on that compariſon it ſhall appear de- 


fective, che beſt * that . wiſdom 


. 
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could invent, would be unfuccefsful, 
There is one ſubject which requires your 
| moſt ſerious and unprejudiced examinati- 
on, becauſe a difference of opinion already 
appears ariſing upon it, which, if it ſhall 
gain ground, muſt neceſſarily be fatal to 
your expectations. — You already under- 
ſtand I allude to the enfranchiſement of 
the Roman Catholics, who are. a majority 
of thoſe to whom I have addreſſed my. 
ſelf, and whoſe co- operation muſt be pro- 
cured, or the great ground - work and juſ- 
tification of your proceedings (I mean the 
_ conſent and union of the community) 
relinquiſhed. The Monaghan grand jury ſeem 
fo ſenſible of this, that when they thonght 
proper to enter into a reſolution, which 
could not fail to alienate the Roman Catho- 
lics, they alſo reſolved, that none but the 
electors ſhould interfere in rectifying the 
conſtitution.— A propoſſtion falſe in theory, 
and fooliſh in practice, as I have already 
proved, and will ſtill further illuſtrate.— 
Lord Charlemont's anſwer to the Belfaſt 
Addreſs, will, I fear, do much miſchief.— 
The opinion of a man, whoſe life has been 
irreproachable, and whoſe popular ſtation is 


„ 
fo high, mult neceſſarily attract many fol- 
Jowers.—Had he aſſigned his reaſons, I 


ſaould not have feared their influence, but 
having ſtated his opinions and apprehen- 


ſions, without revealing their origin, I 


muſt own I dread the weight of his au- 


thority, and the contagion of his exam- 
ple. I do not wiſh with the feverity of 2 
logician to ſcrutinize his Lordſhip's per form- 
ance, on an occaſion, upon which men are 
generally more ſentimental than argumen- 
tative, and more ſtudious of manifeſting 
their zeal, than explaining their opinions. 
But ſurely the novelty of diſcarding a ma- 


jority of the people, in order to unite and 


ſtrengthen them in a purſuit, in which they 


are. ALL intereſted, and where the prins 
ciples upon which they are juſtified apply 


equally to all, muſt naturally excite curio- 
fity, and provoke obſervation.— As 2 man 


- of ſentiment, to begin with. what predomi- 
nates in his Lordfſhip's anſwer, I would 


| aſk him, does he think the narrow ſpirit 
of intolerance will be likely to enlarge, 


enlighten, or ennoble the minds of his 


countrymen; or that genuine public. vir- 
tue can co-exiſt with 7 bigotry ?— — 
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As a man of E experience i | 


would wiſh to know: from him, whether 
he thinks the reluctance of parkament to 
alter the preſent ſtate of things will yield, to 
the deſire of a part of the people; when 
the diſapprobation, at beſt inaction of a 
remaining majority will furniſh: them with 
a pretence, perhaps a juſtiſication in refu- 
ſing them. As à man who underſtands 


the human character, I would gladly hear 
trom him, whether he thinks the Roman 


Catholics are without expectation on this 


occaſion, or that it is within the reach of 
his influence or exhortation, or any poſ- 


fible influence or exhortation, to win their 


ſupport of a meaſure, from the benefit of 
Which they are to be ſuſpiciouſly, and 


unneceſſarily degraded. As a man of deep 


Political reſearch, who underſtands the 
grounds and limits of- thoſe rights of the 


people, in the purſuit of which he has 
taken ſo leading a part, I wiſh to be in- 
formed, whether he thinks 2 requiſition 


from the governed to the governing onght 

to be obeyed, unleſs it has the appro: 
| bation of a majority of the whole commu: 
nity ; and anally, as a man of common 


* 2 * 
_ - EY 


— 
— 


e 
Fele, 1 defire to hear, gs he thinks 


flach a requilifion will be. obeyed. It he 


«v3 
o * 2 : 


hr ks, (as every man of common ſenſe 
muſt) that Parliament will be under, no | 


b obligation, Ain any atio bene 0) 0 that 


word, to comply with fac s rogiiſtion 


and that they: © VF hot doch with it, it 


follows, tft afl. the“ imHlüence of tis mo- 
derating councils. ſhould he dit ected to 


top thoſe mee ugs, ; and prevent | thoſe ole 
conſequences" WAR © muſt be fruſ trated 
Zeal aha ineffectual uproar. of his Lord- 
| Lip thinks the unhappy | circumſiances 


* HS 


| of Ireland veceſafily precl ude that 90 
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operation of ber people, ; from Which alone 


the can hope a reformed | canſtitution, bi his 
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affection. tor his cou! try will induce , 1 
to exert his great in hienqe, 0, perſuac 

his countrymen to acquſeſee "under, a 
2 21 304 8 SHIP. 
calamity, Wich, however | fievous, ought 
to. be borne. with fortityde ; becauſe the 
only TEmec yt adm its E's 18, in his pl 


niqn, a | gre eee l, lt. is. 4 indeed,” to be 


dreaded, that his e in the 5 


ſpleen of dilappointment, may forget the 
and at 2 po- 


Purity of "his motives, . and t 
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pularity fo. 8 gathered, and fo 


| cautioufiy hoarded, may. ſuffer by his 


ſincerity. This however, being a ſacrifice, 


which great men of all ages have made, 


When the good of their country required 
| It, I doubt. not his Lordſhip, when he 
next addreſſes the public, will tay open 
His real opinions, at the hazard of his 
reputation. 


His Lordſhip. will find 3 | refuge from 


the levity of public opinion, in the rigid a 


i men, who. would preſerve, the pl 


to protect the church; that is, Who would 
make llavery the ſhield of proteſtantiſm ; ; 
and if to that, he can add a conſciouſneſ; 


of having. acted a ſincere and patriotic 
part, T doubt not his tranquility will be 
undiſturbed. In the mean time, others, 


Tho do not fear popery ſo much as his 
Lordſhip, and who love a free conſtitution 
at leaſt as much, are juſtified in endea- 
vouring to ſtop the progreſs of his opi . 
nions, and diminiſh the influence of his 


example. The author of an anonymous 
pamphlet can have no means of influence, 
but argument, and no recommendation to 


37 4 1 1 18 
the public," but NF ſon! ache Lo Abe. 
rality of the principles he inculcates': : 
His Lordſhip," therefore, if he has acted 


from conviction, how | ruinous ſoeyer to 


ICICE Ls 


the nation, he may think, Aa departure 
142 s * 15 
from his opinions may be, can feel no 


ba 
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10 againſt any re form. eel am con- 
vinced nothing can. hay an obligat on. 9 on 
any man to vote againſt his own. will a 0 
do not conſider in this queſtion, the ob- 
ligation, which | conſcience impoſes, becauſe 
we are. looking after ſomething of a firm- 
er nature) and the will. of his conſtitu- 
ents, but che decided Voice of an un- 
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=_ | doubted majority of the whole commu- 
nity. 1 am convinced nothing ſhort of 
this, will induce ſuch a member to do 
o. What follows? That if a majority 
of the Houſe of, Commions be againſt al 
Reform, and the conſtituents of a ma- 
Jority | be againſt it alſo, the purſhit ought 
to be relinquiſhed as hopeleſs, unleſs a2 
majority unite in it: And the queſtion 
(which is too plain for argumentation) 
will then be, whether ſuch a majority 


will be beſt procured by aſſociating or : 
alienating the Roman Catholic body. re | 
is no anſwer to this to tay, (What the A 
Monaghan Grand Jury muſt have meant! ff i 
if they had any ſerions meaning) that tho 4 

the conſtituents of 3 majority | of mem- 
bers be againſt a Reform, a majority of P 
all the conſtituents of the Whole nation 1 
collectively taken being for it, every mem- x 
ber of the Houſe of * will be . 
under an obligation to comply with their 2 
wiſhes : : For, 1 deny that a man who is * 
: not impelled to a meaſure by his own 3 
underſtanding, or inſtructed to it by his be 
particular conſtituents, can receive ny ex- h. 
trinſical obligation to purſue it, except 5 
t 


3 * | 
from the whole people, or (Which f is al- 
ways to be conſidered as tantamount) 2 
majority of them—much leſs can he be 
obliged to act againſt ſuch 2 majority. : 
A conſcientious man may think that as he | 
derives his authority through the men, 7 
who have elected him, fo he ought to 
exerciſe it according to their will. But 
if he goes beyond his own particular 
electors — if he extends the deſcription "A 
men, whoſe opinions he will conſider, or 
be governed by, Why ſhould he not ex- 
tend it to the whole community ? Why 
ſhould he confine it to the remaining 
electors, who did not act towards ap- 
pointing him, have no poſitive controul 
over him, and are but a ſmall part of 
thoſe whoſe happineſs may be affected by 
his conduct? No elector can pretend to 
impoſe any obligation on a member of 
parliament, who is not his particular re- 
preſentative, on any other ground but = 
being a member of the community. 
had no fhare in appointiug him; Fs: 
is no poſitive compact _ exiſting between 
them. The obligation which reaſon and 
conſcience points out to attend to ſuch an 


1 40. J 
eleftor ariſes from his being ſubject to the 
| laws that are to be enacted, and extends 
equally to all who3 are ſubject to them. The. 
obligation therefore ariſing to a member of 
Parliament to comply with the deſire of 
theſe electore, Who are not his particular 
conſtituents, muſt be ſtrong or weak accor- 
ding to the proportion ſuch electors bear to 
the community, and cannot therefore out- 
weigh that ariſing from a majority of the 
community. Since 2 majority therefore 
of the Houſe of Commons are decidedly 
againſt a Reform ſince the. particular con- 
ſtituents of a majority would inſtruct againſt 
it—no man is ſo ſimple to hope the electors 
of boroughs would be inſtrumental to their 
own disfranchiſement. Since the electors 
cannot even in conſcience oblige ſuch a ma- 
jority—ſince nothing can either in fact or 
conſcience oblige them, but a majority of 
the people at large -ſince that cannot be had 
without the co- -operation of the Roman 
Catholics, which it is inconſiſtent with hn- 
man nature to hope, unleſs they ſhare the 
profit of it, .it follows, that every, thinking 
proteſtant ſhould inſtantly determine to re- 
nounce his prejudices, or relinquiſh his ex- 
pectati ons. 
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For my y part I think the preſent Kats, of 
: repreſentation ſo great an evil, and the 
danger of popiſh preecminence ſo mere * 

Bugbear, that, as much as 95 deſpiſe the 
Roman catholic religion, as "ho mode of 
chriſtianity, and as reluctant FO 7 would 
be (and no man could be more reluctant) 
to ſee it the eſtabliſhed religion of the land, . : 
do not heſitate between the alternatives. 

I think it can ſcarcely be doubted, that 
we have no alternative, but to allogiate the 
Roman chatolics in our purſuit, or at once 
to abandon it however to make this plainer 
I will briefly enumerate to my Proteſtant 
countrymen, the difficulties they have to 1 
encounter, that they may be the te 3 1 
judges, whether it be poſſible that they e Pp 
ſhall ſucceed by their ſeparate exertions. | 

I paſs oyer the objections, which many x 
weak though indeed well minded men have 1 
to every thing that appears in the ſhape . 
of innovation —1 omit the diviſion, and ; 
| conſequent weakneſs, which a diverſity of 
5 opinion on 19 complicated: a ſubject may 
produce amongſt the moſt ſanguine and 
and ſincere.—I will ſuppoſe the Proteſtant 
people of Ireland purſue this meaſyrs 


with one nd one heap! ty, one will—yet 
when f conhider the difficultics ) you have o 
encounter, do I think it itupoſlible you. 
ſhould faced” by youriety es. What have 
you to eontend' againft? The ariftocr racy 
of Ireland cannot without betraying their | 
deareſt Intereſts (and. treachery of that na- 
ture has never been imputed to them) 
comply with your wiſhes, —The Parliament 
of Ireland under ſubjection to that ariſto- 
cracy will not favour them. an Engliſh 
miniſtry will not favour them, —They Will 
not be inclined—they cannot if they, were, - 

Wiſhing to ſubſtitute clandeſtine influ. 
ence, for relinquiſhed ſupremacy, they 
never will be inſtrumental to the deſtruction 
of thoſe boroughs, which they conſider as 
ſo many Enghſh faſtneſſes in our conſtitu. 
tion. —But ſuppoſe them ſo mir aculously 
diſintereſted: as to wiſh you ſucceſs. | Can. 


they confer it ? Under the preſent conſti- 
tution of the Houſe of Commons, they 


can have but little power, except through 
the medium of that ariſtocracy, which 
_ would be annihilated by 4 reform, and 
| * never will ſubmit ut to the 


1 14 
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demand of an united, ſpirited, and. per-: 
ſevering people. 5 15 

This perhaps is the only ne which, 
an Engliſh miniſter could not prevay upon: 
them to car ry—Uulimited: in their obedi- 
ence in all other reſpects, they will. not. 
conſent to deſtroy all means of manifeſting, 
it in. future even the terror of miniſterial 
vengeance could not extort ſuch a compli-- . 
ance—on occaſion. they would ſacraſice 
even their places to their principles, deem- 
ing it a ſhameful violation of their mora-. 
lity to ſurrender the ſources of their great- 
neſs; do not imagine they will comply 

with your wiſhes as readily now, as when 
you ſtruggled againſt foreign uſurpation. 

In that contęſt your en was their 
aggrandizement —/ationed by the misfor- 
tune of the conſtitution above the heads of the 
people, your riſe was their elevation 
the preſent conte/t, you ſeck conſequence. by 
cheir depreſſion, and mult expect the, moſt 
obſtinate reſiſtance.— Thus the ariſtocracy 
of Irecland—the Parliament of: Ireland, 
and the r iniſtry of England: being againſt 
vou, and having nothing to oppoſe to 
lo powerful a confederacy, but the 
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juſtice 'of your cauſe, and the vigor of 
unanimity, will you be mad enough 


to alienate your Roman catholic brethren ? 


I may be aſked, do the Roman catholics 


themſelves wiſh to be enfranchiſed | ? I will 
not anſwer 7 know that they do- But I 


will ſay I know they are men they are 


Iriſhmen—they live in a period of liber- 
ation —have caught the love of fredom 


from yourſelves and would diſgrace you» 


themſelves and their country, if in this 
moment of univerſal expectation they were 
indifferent, or hopeleſs.Suppoſe then 
that diſcarded wy you, they conſult | by 
form excluding Roman catholics, and during 
the preparation of which you and your 
delagates expreſsly declare (for the queſtion 
has arrived at that maturity, that you 


can no longer be ſilent upon it) againſt 


including them, a Roman catholic petition 


praying to be included is alſo preſented. 


Will not adminiſtration avail them- 


ſelves of this diviſion ? Will they not 
ſhelter themſelves under your injuſtice, 


and plead your own monopoly againſt 
that of W you complain ?—But even 


«\ S 
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though they ſhould not petition, may not 
their probable diſapprobation of 2 plan 
from the benefit of which they are pre- 
cluded be pleaded againſt that conſent of 
the people upon which you juſtify your 
demands In your conventions of laſt 
year, any reſolutions you paſſed, rather 
favoured than oppoſed the principles of 
Roman catholic enfranchiſement, and 
though you did not actually introduce it 
into your ſyſtem, Parliament could - not have 
concluded you were againſt it and there- 

fore were not fairly in [poſſeſſion of that 
argument againſt you. They might have 
paſſed your ſyſtem, and annexed to it the 
enfranchiſement of Roman Catholics, and 
had grounds, for thinking fuch conduct 2 
would have gratified a great majority even 
of the proteſtant people. If Lord Charle- 
mont's example be followed, this can no 
longer be the caſe, and Parliament will 
not only be inclined, but Juſtikes in reßiſt· 

ing your wiſhes. 5 5 | 

1 will for a moment ſuppoſe you may ex- 7 
preſely declare againſt their enfranchiſement, 2 
and poſſeſs all the advantages of their co. 
operation; yet, even in that caſe, (Which I 


( 


admit, merely to fortify my argument) it 


is eaſy to prove their excluſion from fran- 


chiſes to be impolitic and inconſiſtent with 


your purſuit. The repreſentation you ſeek 
is either of perſons or property. Exact 


repreſentation of perſons is perhaps no 
Where attainable: In a country where bad 
policy and foreign oppreſſion have kept the 
bulk of the people ina ſtate of the extrem- 


ct indigence and ignorance, it ought not 


to be attempted. Its greateſt recommenda- 
tion in any country is its ſimplicity, and 
the reſpect it pays to the natural equality of 
mankind. Now, if this mode of repreſen- x 


tation be adopted, and three-fourths of the 


whole people by a fingle exception be ex- 


cluded, will not the principle, which alone 


can recommend it, be in the firſt inſtance 


groſly violated?----I will not dwell upon this 
head, becauſe I think you are almoſt all of 
opinion chat property ought to be made 


the ground and meaſure of repreſentation, 
and principally, if not ſolely, that kind of 


property which is permanent, and the poſ- 
ſeſlion of which can be eaſily authenticated. 


Now, if the landed property of the nation 


be (as it ought to be) made the meaſure of 
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repreſentation, and that three- fourths of A 
commercial people are permitted to poſſeſs 
that property, without the annexed fran- 
chiſes, in the courſe of time, (and every 
155 re form i 18 idle which does not pr omiſe to he 
per manent) will not a great part.of our: land 
be unreprefented, taxation ſeperated from 
repreſentation, , the reproſentation of the 
landed property, even in proteſtant bands, 
become unequal, and imperfection ſimilar 
to, and perhaps greater than the preſent 
boroughs ariſe? Why have we now. to 
complain of the grievance of unequal re- 
preſentation ? ? Partly becauſe the fluctuation 
of wealth has ſo impoveriſhed certain pla- 
ces, that they have no longer the qualifica- 
tion which ſhould entitle, and originally 
recommend them to chat repreſentation, 
which under the forms of the conſtitution 
they continue to-poſleſs-: Partly, becauſe by 
an abuſe of the royal prerogative, franchiſes 
were originally diſpoſed, contrary to the 
principle of our conſtitutian. Whatever 
was the cauſe the fact and grievance is, 
that a few individuals of little property re- 
turn as many members to the Houſe of 
8 ommons, as a great number that have 


4 
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much. Now if the landed property of ns 
nation be divided into certain portions, : and 
that a ſtated number of repreſentatives are 
to be returned by the proteſtant land- hold- 
ers in ſuch portions, and tliat the Roman 
Catholics may acquire property in them, 
without franchiſes.—if, (1 fay) this be che 
conſtitution, and the Roman Catholics pol- 
ſeſs themſelves almoſt entirely of certain 
Portions, whilſ others almoſt continue in 
proteſtant hands, will it not neceſſarily 
happen, that a very few proteſtants in cer- 
tain portions, will return as many repreſen- 
tatives as à very great number in others! 
The very eſſence of unequal repreſentation. 
| The Romah Catholics are very. unequally 
diſperſed through the nation ; ; and that their 
purchaſes will be irregular, as chance, con- 
| veniency « or caprice may direct them, cannot 
be doubted': But if the Roman Catholics 
are allowed freeholds without votes, how 
Will you adjuſt the repreſentation among 
yourſelves? When your delegates enter in- 
to a detail they will be embarraſſed with 
difficulties you perhaps at preſe ent little conſi- 
der. Suppoſe the Ulſter and Leinſter dele- 
gates had a conference to acht t th ie number 


3 
of repreſentatives for their reſpective pres: 
vinces. If all land-holders were to have 
votes the adjuſtment would be eaſy. The 
magnitude and value of the provinces would- 
give the proportion of their repreſentatives, 
and theſe are. things cafily aſcertained. -.But 
if Leinſter will-not- comply with-Ulſter:in 
alowing Roman Catholics to vote, will not 
Ulſter fairly require a ſubducation of Lein- 
ſter repreſentatives proportional to the quan- 
tity of land, that in time will probably be 
disfranchiſed by Roman Catholic poſſeflors ? 
The repreſentation ſhould: in that caſe be 
(if a permanent equality is what you ſeek) 
proportional not to the magnitude of the 
provinces, but the quantity of land likely 
to continue in proteſtant hands. Now al- 
moſt all the landed property in Ulſter: is Ike. 
ly to continne in proteſtant hands, and a 
large portion of Leinſter. is likely to be 
poſſeſſed by Roman Catholics; ſo that if this 
conſideration be not obſerved the ſeeds of 
ſpeedy inequality will be laid in vovr re- 
form, and if it be obſerved, adjuſtment 
will be almoſt impoſſi ble. From theſe con- 
ſiderations, I think ſuch men as are of opi- 
nion [that Roman Catholics ought not to 


(can) 


ebe conſidered in a reform, muſt, if they 


reflect} be alfo of opinion, that Ireland'is 


- precluded by an incurable and indiſpenſible 


evil, from the advantages of an equal re- 
Profentation, and that in ſeeking it, we 


hazard the danger of recurring to firſt 


Principles, and ſhaking an eſtabliſhed con- 
zſtitution, without being able to apply 
theſe principles, or repair that conſtitution. 


For my part, if 1 thought the Roman C3. 


tholics ought nat to have votes, I woule 
lament the hour they were allowed to have 


freeholds--I would lament the repeal of the 
penal ſtatutes. -- not that I approve of theſe 
ſtatutes. ( Who at this day approves of them: 


Who daes not reflect with abated reſent- 


ment upon the paſt | oppreſſions of Great- 


Britain, when he conſiders how tyrannical- 


Iy chey, who were enſlaved themielves; op- | 


preſſed others? - That- three:fourths of a 


commercial people ſhould be precluded 
from any ſpace of the ſoil----that the bar, 
the rovenue---the army-—-that all places of 
honour oremolument ſhould be ſhut againk 
them---that -inter-marriage with proteſtants 
that great fource of amity and. reconcilia- 


tion fhould be prohibited that they ſhould 


0 1 
de conkned as to the cultivation of their 
minds to ſuch a pilfered literature as per- 


ſecuted pedigogues could cotivey, or ſuch. 
barbarous philoſophy as could be ſmug- 


gled from fortign and hoſtile univerſitiess 


ener the ſevereſt prohlibition; as if ig- 
norance were an antedote” againſt ſuper- 


ſition; or the religien and government of 
the land cont fibt bear the - Tight;----IS 
there any man of this day, | to Whota ſuch 
reſtrictions do hot appear crueÞ afid im- 
politie? Yet; to allow them landed pros 


perty, and 3 them votes, 1 to me 


Chet; n as we habe ſtationed teri 


at. the very verge-of freedom; and deny 
their progrefs; and impolitic, inaſmuch as 
Daten and taxation An be dif. 


nited. 


I am apprizedt Covi wlll, ; ops to 
lieir enfranchiſement, that it will lay tlie 
foundation of further claims. | 
Its isla badicapology for refuſing - juſtik. 

able demands; *that unjuſtifiable- may be 
made, particularly if, as in the preſent 


cal, conceftions! will not: difüble us froff 
refiſting pretenitions; if they ſhould become 
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dangerous — The moſt ſanguine of the 
Roman catholics, with whom I have 
converſed on that ſubject, do not deſire 
more, than that Sol. Frecholders ſhould 
be allowed to vote in choſing the repre- 
fentatives of whatever place their eſtate 
is ſituated in—if this were granted, and 
that it ſhould happen in the courſe of 
time, that half the landed property of 


the nation ſhould be in the poſſeſſion of 


Roman catholics, even in that caſe, if 
the proteſtant 405+ Freeholders continues 


to vote as at preſent, the Roman catholic 


electors would be but one twenty-fifth part 


of the electors of the nation, and if the 
qualification to Proteſtants were raiſed 
to 1ol. the higheſt any man wiſhes it, 
they would be but . one-fixth of ſuch 


= electors.— This calculation leſſens the true 


diſproportion by not making any allow- 
ance for the quantity of land that would 
be diſtributed amongſt Roman catholics 


in portions too. ſmall to qualify them to 


vote.----It was alſo too great a conceſſion 
to the adverſaries of this meaſure, to 
argue, as if half the landed property 
ſhould come into their hands---If their re · 


8 


gion were to continue as general as at 


preſent it is, and their induſtry to be as 


great as poſſible, ſuch a change of proper- 
ty could not happen within ſeveral 
centuries.---No thinking man of reading 
and experience, can doubt but that popery 
18 decaying, and likely to decay all over 
Europe, and that in our country it will 


wear out, faſter than the poſſeſſi ons of the 


Roman catholics will accumulate, un 
teſs we prop cheir ſuperſtition with their 
reſentment, and keep their prejudices 


alive by maintaining our own. But 
What is it we naive to fear ? 7 The idle 


kobgoblin rumours of, popery and the 
Pretender have now loſt their“ Tetror.--- 
The Pope is no longer the formidable 
being he was.-We no longer dread to 


become tributary to the See of Rome to 


have our weilth- exhauſted by plundering 


 Legates, and our ſpirit ſubdued by terri- 


ke interdicts. The fulmen brutum of 
his authority is compleatly extinguiſhed, 
and never can be 'rekindled.---Can - we 
then anſwer it 'to our Roman catholic 
brethren to let groundleſs antiquated 


apprehenſions obſtruẽt the free progreſs 


„ . 
LY an enlightened toleration? Can Nie 
anſwer it to qurſelves to ſacriſice our 
conſtitution to our prejudices ? Can we 
anſwer it to poſterity. to let this opportu · 
ai of reforming the. Fopſtitation paſs 


ties ef Treland on the wideſt and, frmet 
foundation. 

It may be ſtill obje&ted, that the princi- 
ples from which I have, reaſoned, would 
prove too much, and conclude to admit- 
ting them even into the legiſlature, . 
which would be . inconſiſtent with the 
8 of the eſtabliſhed, Church,—l ow: 
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at phy more in our. 8 on 
account of i its ſuperior excellence, —I would 
guard it even at the price of ſome detri- 
ment in the conſlitution, and. therefore 
do I think, they ſhould be wholly exclud- 
ed from the legiſlature, and admitted 
to election franchiſes with great advantages 
ant homeany thing further 18 Boing 
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the Church that hs thould . "ty 1 
ialluence over, men, he lave the diſpofal 
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of cheir ves; lberties, and properti 
If they Rave none, they are Laber 
every fair man would give them, provid- 
ed he could be certain their influence i in Par- 
liament could be ' confined to theſe articles, 
ind not extend to religion. — How then 
ſhould you proceed in order to give them 
an inffuence in he legiflature, which could 
not from its nature extend to ee 
il it ever ſhould! become an object of 
legiſlation By allowing them to be deo, 
but not legiſlators lhe" repreſentative, 
whom * they in common with you mall 
clect, may attend to their wilhes in All 
other reſpects, but being himſelf a Proteſ- 
tant, and fern to maititain' the aſcendancy” 
| of that religion, never can be prevailed 
5 upon to do any thing injurious to it. 
„ The very nature of ou conſtitution, ID 
/ and of the danger to be gualded againſt 
7 points out election franchiſes as the proper 
1 boundaries between” toleration and policy; 5 
| political freedom : and the fafety of the 
; _ Church—Is there x politician 6 on earth who” 
5 being aſked,” how he would limit the 
Y indulgence granted to Roman catholics in 
| - Cort EEG like, ours, who would ſay, 
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00 36 :; £ 
I. would allow. them to have that; which, 
is the ground and meaſure of repreſenta. 
tion, but would not allow them in any, 
degree to be repreſented? If he, wiſhed 
to frenghten their religion by animoſity, 
to undermine the conſtitution, by taking 
Precaution, that taxation and repreſentati · 
on, which ſhould, always preſerve à par. 
lelliſm, ſhould, be daily diverging, and to 
giye them at the ſame time an hatred of 
the conſtitution and ſtrength to injure it, 
he would adviſe: the identical eſtabliſh-, 
ment of things that now exiſts. No wiſe 
Mg Who loved che covſtitytion, . and, 
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: the moderation. of avg wills, which ; 
it may be proper to notice —If, it - may 
be. ſaid, franchiſes limited as I have menti- 
oned, will give to Roman catholics as little 
influence as I have ſtated, can we ſuppoſe: 
they ſeek them with any other view, but 
that they may be enabled thereby to pene - 
| trate more deeply into the conſtitution? 
and ſecondly will not the evil of ſtriping 1 
the landed pr operty of repreſentation, 
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ſtill in a great degree continue? To the ſirſt. 
argument I anſwer, they know little of the 
human diſpoſition, who do not think the 

mere rank of electors independent of any 
real influence it may create, might be 
highly gratifying. The principal conflicts 


of this world are about things as unſub-_ 


ſtantial. If they had any How: of political 
liberty, how. inconſiderable ſoever it might 
be, they would certainly conſider their cons, 
dition as much bettered. FE very proteſtant 
conſiders himſelf as free, not becauſe: he! 
votes for a repreſentative,, for few have that: 
privilege, but becauſe he may arrive at it by 
a, certain, exerciſe of induſtry, and attain- 
ment of property. The loweſt and meaneft; 
amongſt you has it in his power by mode- 
rate induſtry to procure the qualification, 
and confequently- the ſuffrage of an elecs: 


tor. But the moſt unremitted application | 


to commerce, on ſplendid ſervices to the 
community, can not raiſe a Roman Catho- 
lic to that dignity. - Such a condition muſt; 
either debaſe their nature, or xender them 
diſaffected to the conſtitution under which: 


they live. But furely with à proteſtant 


Houſe of Commons, a Proteſtant Houſe 
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of Lords, 2 ANN: King, and an Eng- 
lin proteſtant nation to protect your reli- 
gion, vou cannot think foch a trifling 
conceſſion can endanger it. The ſecond 
objection has more * 1 confeſs, by 


rating their qualification ſo high, and re- 


ſtraining their influence ſo much, the true 
Ifnndiple of repreſentation Will be Rill vi- 
ohted : But it will be violated in a leſſer 
degree than if they had no votes at * 
Th their religion decays,” which'T think will 

he the infallible conſequence of this tole- 
rating meaſure, you may with” ſafety re- 


duce the qualification, and even though 


you ſhould not reduce it, the effects of 


this violation will be leſſened by ſuch an 


event: And laſtly, though this limited 


ſcheme of Roman Catholic enfranchiſe- 


ment will not produce perfect repreſenta- 
tion, it is certainly preferable to a continu- 
ance of the preſent ſyſtemy and I have al. 
ready ſufficiently proved and inculcated, 
that you muſt either live under the conſti- 
tution as it now ſtands, or invite the Ro- 
man Catholics to aſliſt ou in ene | 
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your rights may be, it cannot be too fre- 


rice and ambition blind, and Who ſeek a 
ſhelter from the indignation their conduct 
inſpires, in the darkneſs they ſtrive to pro- 


but, light, Whoever enables you tot ſee 
your true intereſts, reuders your adverſa- 
from the conſtitution of i your afſeniblies, 


temperance. The only hopes of veur ad. 


ways encreaſes theſe: difliculties. VTinorous- 


ET 

Jo you, my countrymen, I have ſubmnit- 
ted my arguments and opinions without re- 
ſerve, and if I have been ꝓrolix upon obvi- 
ous topics, let it be conſidered, thathow 
plain foever: the evidence of your wants'and 


quently obtruded upon thoſe, whom ava- 


pagate. Like Ajax in battle you require 


ries, impotent, and yeu irreſiſtible. Gonti- 
nue your demands for a reformed oBartt.* 
ament. Whether you aſſemble , Molunꝰ 
teers, o in any other character; in coun- 
ty meetings, or conventions, ortboelt, ir 
not material, provided, if at ſhallupPe nr 


and ygur conduct in them, that 4be ci, 
nation unites in the demand, andontaſt be- 
gratified-rahove all things guard . agaimſt in- 
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encounter in acting, and intemperunce al- 
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men Will fall off from you, if you ſhewea any 


indication of violence, and Parliament will 
have a pretext for ſlighting your meaſures, 


as not really the meaſures of the nation, if 


your meetings be tumultuous and diſorder- 
ly. The indecent contempt with which you 
have been recently treated, I know has a ten- 


dency to inflame you zu. but I truſt you have 


not ſo impotent a ſpirit as to be hurried into 
violence injurious to yourſelves. They were 


bad politicians, and did not underſtand you, 


who hoped ſuch an effect from their own 


miſconduct. Let them heap inſult upon in. 


ſult, wrong upon wrong the ſenſe of inju- 


ry is of an elaſtic nature the greater the 


oppreſſion, the more forcible the recoil- 
Arm yourſelves with patience and fortitude, 


and you may depend upon it, the fullneſs of 


your injuries will be the plenitude of your 
power, and that if ever your ſuffering ſhall | 


_ exceed the patience of wife and virtuous 
men, every thing muſt fink bencath your 


reſentment. This is a criſis 1 hope and be- 


lieve never will arrive. Anger is a melan. 


choly reformer, and wretched is the nation, 


lat muſt reſort to violence, to procure the 


bleſſings of peace. You never will be driven 


E 
te this hateful extremity : Parliament is too 
prudent to force you to bring the inherent 
tho' latent powers of ſociety into action: 
to do that immediately by yourſelves, which, 
whilſt government lands, never can be done, 
but through the medium of the legiſlature. 
That your perſeverance and the prudence of 


parliament may co-operate in reforming the 


conſtitution, is the moſt earneſt prayer of 
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